
The Terraton Challenge: A call for solutions that accelerate the drawdown of 1 trillion tons of 

atmospheric carbon dioxide into agricultural soils 

Deadline: Phase 1 application from 23rd July to 1st October 2019 

Scope: The Terraton Challenge rallies innovators to develop solutions that advance The Terraton 

Initiative, the global effort to remove 1 trillion tons – or a teraton – of carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere and use it to enrich agricultural soils. Fueling the Initiative with technological innovation 

and competition, The Terraton Challenge seeks to focus global innovators on agriculture as a climate 

solution. 

Eligibility: Any team with an original solution to one of our Terraton Challenge tracks should apply. 

More information Here 

 

DASA Competition: Bioprocessing Waste Into Reusable Products 

This Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA) competition seeks proposals for novel and innovative 

approaches to develop a Bioprocessing Prototype System to recycle military waste, oils, fuel and 

other liquid waste, into reusable products. The competition focuses on developing a Bioprocessing 

Prototype System that can aid the recycling of waste to enable MOD to manage its own waste on 

site.  

Competition opens: August 2019  

 

Project Size: The competition is envisaged to have multiple phases. Phase 1, is intended to take 

forward the established proof of concept through R&D.  

The total funding for Phase 1 is expected to be in order of approximately £1 million. We anticipate 

contracts to be awarded in December 2019 and run for twelve months. 

Project Scope: DASA is looking for innovations from bidders using existing and new capabilities to 

address the following challenge areas: 

 Develop a prototype bio-processing system to break down the waste into its natural by-

products. 

 Develop the most effective microbes, microbe mixes or non-microbial agents, to optimise 

growth environments to achieve this breakdown for different waste products. 

 Identify the recycling potential of the by-products to prove that there is a market and use for 

them. 

More information on this DASA Competition can be found on their website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indigoag.com/the-terraton-challenge?utm_source=Open+Assembly&utm_campaign=230cbd0d00-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_05_02_43&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_108c89e8c4-230cbd0d00-58450425
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/competition-bioprocessing-waste-into-reusable-products/competition-summary-bioprocessing-waste-into-reusable-products


Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme (NPA) Seventh Call  

This will be the last call for projects launched by the NPA. In addition to a regular call for the main 

projects, the Monitoring Committee has introduced experimental approaches focusing on 

capitalisation and disruptive technologies. 

 

Call Closes: 30th September 2019  

 

Call Details:  

For the Seventh call for main applications, the Monitoring Committee has agreed to three Strands: 

 Main project target only to Priority Axis 2, Specific Objective 2.2 and Priority Axis 4. 

 Capitalisation projects: applications under this Strand will have to focus on three alternative 

experimental approaches (Rollout, Policy Influencer, Trans nationalisation capitalising on the 

achievements of previously successful NPA projects. 

 Disruptive technologies projects: projects to explore the practical application of new 

technologies to existing industries. 

 

Eligibility:  

In general, the programme is open for public and private partners of all kinds from inside the 

programme area. More information about eligibility for funds will be found on the NPA website.  

 

A ‘How to Apply’ Seminar will be organised on the 29th of August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.interreg-npa.eu/news/seventh-call-announcement/


UK Research and Innovation strength in places fund: wave 2 EoI 

Consortia of UK businesses and research organisations can apply for ‘seed corn’ funding of up to 

£50,000 to develop full applications for wave 2 of the UKRI Strength in Places Fund. 

 

Competition closes: Wednesday 9 October 2019 12:00pm 

 

Project Size: Consortia can apply for up to £50,000 seed corn funding in this stage. Your full stage 

project’s total eligible costs must be between £10 million and £50 million. 

 

Call Details:  

Projects must focus on any one technological area, sector or discipline and proposals should take a 

place-based approach to research and innovation funding. It must describe the business need that 

can be met by existing research strengths in your defined geographic area. You must outline the 

activities you will undertake within a full stage project proposal if successful. These can include: 

scale, nature of partnership, and co-investment.  

 

In scope activities for full proposals includes but not limited to:  providing the capacity to 

commercialise ideas (such as research outputs), assessing the potential for demand for the new 

technology and the potential for scale up, and transferring technologies between industries.  

 

Eligibility: 

Lead organisations must be:  

 a UK based publicly funded research organisation (university, research institute, public 

sector research establishment, research council institute, Catapult or other research and 

technology organisation (RTO)) 

 or a UK based business of any size 

 Your project must be collaborative and include at least one business and at least one 

research organisation in the consortium. 

 

More information can be found on Innovate UK’s Website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/370/overview#scope


Key Technology Components For Local Energy Systems 

Organisations can apply for a share of up to £3 million to develop technology components that help 

improve the efficiency of local energy systems. 

 

Competition closes: Wednesday 9 October 2019 12:00pm 

 

Project Size:  

Your project’s total eligible costs must be between £100,000 and £500,000. Projects are to start by 1 

April 2020 and end by 31 March 2022. 

 

Call Scope:  

The innovation accelerator is open to technology components that: 

 optimise the ‘whole system’ efficiency of localised energy systems and 

 align with the overall objectives of the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund’s Prospering from 

the Energy Revolution challenge 

 

At the end of your 2-year project you must provide compelling, quantified evidence that it has 

achieved criteria set in the competition brief.  

Funding will only be given to projects addressing specific themes mentioned in the scope.  

 

Eligibility:  

Leading organisations must:  

 Be a UK based business of any size  

 be collaborative unless led by a micro, small or medium sized enterprise (SME) 

 include at least one SME if led by a larger business 

 You must carry out your project work in the UK and intend to exploit the results from or in 

the UK. 

 

More information can be found on Innovation UK website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/370/overview#scope


Innovate UK Smart Grants: July 2019 

Opportunity to apply for a share of up to £25 million to deliver ambitious or disruptive R&D 

innovations that can make a significant impact on the UK economy. 

 

Competition closes: Wednesday 16 October 2019 12:00pm 

 

Project size:  

Duration between 6 and 18 months and total eligible project costs between £25,000 and £500,000: 

can be single or collaborative.  

Duration between 19 and 36 months and total eligible project costs between £25,000 and £2 million: 

must be collaborative. 

 

Call Scope:  

Projects can be across a variety of technologies, markets, technological maturities and research 

categories. 

The collaborative R&D proposal amongst other points must demonstrate: 

 a clear game-changing and/or disruptive innovative idea leading to new products, processes 

or services 

 an idea that is significantly ahead of others in the field, set for rapid commercialisation 

 

Preference is given to applications that demonstrate realistic, significant potential for global 

markets. Where possible, projects should take customer and user needs into account to deliver 

more desirable and useful solutions. Please see the link for further information on the research  

 

Eligibility:  

 Applications must include at least one micro, small or medium-sized enterprise (SME). 

 Projects must start by April 2020 and end no later than April 2023. 

 Different rules apply depending on the project’s duration 

 

More information can be found on Innovation UK’s Website.  

 

 

 

 

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/389/overview#summary

