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The challenges 

Recycling	has	failed		 Our	food	chain	and	we	now	contain	plastic	and		
toxic	chemicals	

Deforestation,	loss	of	biodiversity	 Loss	of	topsoil	



DEFRA	advice	2014,	stay	indoors		
due	to	poor	air	quality	

We	are	still	using	waterways	as	dumps	

Producing	materials	no-one	
can	recycle		

Advice	to	Texas	citizens	



	
But	all	is	not	lost	!!	
	
We	know	that	we	are	living	through	a	time	of	exceptional	
technological	change	
	
We	have	the	solutions	!	We	are	geniuses;		we	can	go	to	Mars,	
land	on	the	Moon,	invent	robots	and	AI,	make	materials	that	
don’t	pollute,	organise	ourselves		to	overcome	immense	
challenges	to	society-	our	story	is	a	success	story.	
	
Education,	health,	hunger,	epidemics,	poverty,	gender	equality,	
climate-	the	17	SDGs-	we	can	win	them	all	if	we	want	to.	



As	a	nation	we	are	committed	to	these	



CLIMATE	CHANGE	
	
We	have	committed	as	an		
international	community	to		
addressing	this.	
Resource	management	can		
contribute	some	15%	to		
reductions	of	GHG	



•  “the	UK	waste	management	system	is	unfit	for	purpose”	–Dave	Lewis,	CEO	Tesco	

•  Is	it	so	difficult	to	get	right	?	Look	at	Belgium,	Netherlands,	Denmark,	Sweden,	
Finland,	Norway,	Austria,	Northern	Italy,	California	for	examples.	Don’t	reinvent	the	
wheel.	

•  There	are	virtually	no	actions	from	Government	on	prevention.	Why	?	
•  We	need	a	minimum	three	bin	collection	system	:	

1.  Packaging	waste	paid	for	by	the	EPR	system	(£1	billion)	-40%	of	MSW	
2.  Food	and	garden	waste	to	AD	and	composting-	30%	of	MSW	
3.  Non	recyclable	waste	to	incineration	–	30%	of	MSW	decreasing	as	1	&	2	increase	
	
PRNs	on	containers-	model	is	Finland,	Norway	almost	zero	littering.		

•  Harmonised,	national,	obligatory,	all	parties,	no	exceptions.			
•  Respecting	the	commitments	we	have	made	to	the	SDGs,	Climate	Change	

Waste Infrastructure 



What could this solution look like with separate food waste collections?  
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Our Vision: All UK households would have two recycling bins including a separate food/garden waste bin.   

Source: Zero Waste Scotland (2014/15) 

•  Plastic film 
•  Medical / sanitary 

waste 

***Based on typical composition rates. 
Adapted from the WRAP Consistency Framework on household waste collections 
 

~ 50%** 
~ 20-25% ~ 20-25% 

•  Paper / card 
•  Glass 
•  Dense plastic  

packaging 
•  Cans 

With garden 
waste where 
possible 

A	minimum	requirement,	not	an	absolute	



Tackling the UK’s food waste 
problem is everyone’s responsibility 
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Government Industry Retailers & 
Hospitality Consumers 

Oct 18: IPCC special 
report on the impacts 
of global warming of 
1.5 °C. Land use and 
agriculture are key.	

Food waste is a key contributor to global greenhouse gas emissions.  
We are running out of time to limit warming to below 1.5 °C. Tackling food waste provides a significant opportunity to meet national 

and international climate change and recycling targets. 



 
 

What does this mean for 
Government? 
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•  Universal food waste collections are a win-win 
opportunity towards meeting the UK’s climate change 
and recycling targets.  

•  This aligns with DEFRA’s overall strategy to ensure the 
UK positions itself as an environmental leader in a post-
Brexit UK.   

 

A Vision for UK recycling 
Ø  Meet legislative targets. 

Ø  Create a system that encourages recycling 
and makes it easy for households and 
businesses to do the right thing. 

Ø  Achieve greater consistency and efficiency 
across the UK’s recycling system. 

Benefits 
 
1.  Meet legislative targets 

•  Local Authorities that will achieve the 2020 target of recycling at 
least 50% of household waste are collecting organic waste.  

•  UK Clean Growth Strategy 
Ø Zero food waste to landfill by 2030. 
Ø UK Renewable Energy Targets met  

•  UK GHG emission reduction targets met 
2.  Reduced household waste 

•  Separating food waste has been linked to food waste reduction 
as when visible consumers become more aware of their waste 
and consumption. 

3.  Soil health  
•  Recycling organic waste improves organic matter content, 

ability to retain water and nutrients, worm health, and reduces 
dependence on artificial nutrients. 

 
 

Brexit has given the UK a “once-in-a-lifetime opportunity” to become environmental leaders 
Michael Gove, Environmental Audit Committee Hearing, July 2018. 



Who we are 
The Food Waste Coalition 

	
	
	
	
Signatories to date 
	

Creating a powerful movement that is united around a common vision: 

We call on the government to fast track universal food 
waste collections across England. 
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CHARLIE	TROUSDELL	&	ASSOCS	

  

FUCHS	LUBRICANTS	



Add	your	name	to	the	coalition	now	!	



1.  Soil	–	replenishing	the	3mn	tons	annual	loss	of	topsoil	and	reducing	that	(compost)	

2.  Soil	–	recovering	biodiversity	and	reducing	use	of	harsh	crop	protecting	chemicals	

3.  Water-	reducing	emissions	to	water/soil	of	oil,	nitrates,	plastics,	microplastics	(clean	
collections)	

4.  Air-	ammonia	emissions	from	digestate	lagoons	can	be	eliminated	and	we	can	reduce	
pollution	using	biogas	as	a	fuel	(treating	digestate	as	in	Europe)	

5.  Oceans-	our	plastic	waste	is	contaminating	oceans	when	we	ship	2/3rds			of	our	plastic	waste	
to	Asia	and	even	now	to	Africa	(reduce	plastic	use	and	treat	our	plastics	here)	

6.  Economy	–	why	ship	resources	and	energy	abroad	?		(stop	exporting	3mn	t	p.a.	RDF)	

	

7.								Why	import	materials	we	can	make	here	?		(UK	as	a	hub	for	biotechnologies)	

It is not just about waste but waste is 
critical 



Money	and	environmental	standards	are	the	drivers. 	
		

1.  An	EPR	system	which	reflects	real	costs	of	recovery	
2.  Long	term	financing	of	renewable	energy	and	fuels	
3.  Ensuring	financial	support	for	food	waste	collections	
4.  Reducing	and	eliminating	non	recyclable	packaging	
5.  Using	new	materials	like	compostables	to	reduce	waste	

and	enhance	recovery	
6.  Ensuring	quality	organic	material	returns	to	soil	through	

composting	&	supporting	farmers	to	do	this	
7.  Stopping	export	of	our	waste	to	drive	investments	here	

Everything is connected 



David	Newman	
Managing	Director	
dn@bbia.org.uk	
www.bbia.org.uk	

   thanks 


