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EuropaBio

• Created in 1996 to provide a voice for the 
biotech industry in Europe

• 15 people, representing the entire biotech
sector: Healthcare, Agriculture and Industrial

• Approximately 70 corporate members 
operating worldwide, 14 associate members & 
BioRegions as well as 19 national biotechnology 
associations (2000 SMEs)



EU priorities – where do we fit in?

• Jobs and Growth ‘Getting Europe back to work’

• €315 billion Investment initiative 

• Energy Union

• Circular economy

• 2030 climate and energy package



Why make the shift to a circular bioeconomy?

• ‘The stone age didn’t end because we ran out of stones’ and 
the oil Age will end long before we run out of oil – and it will 
become much more expensive and difficult to extract without 
damaging the environment..

• We must end landfill. Annually ~11.2 billion tons solid waste is 
collected worldwide. Decay of organic proportion contributes  
~ 5 % of global GHG emissions

• Our population will grow to 9 billion in 2050 putting pressure on 
resources: land, water, minerals, food, energy and materials

• We can’t continue the linear past of produce-use-dispose. 

The economy of the future will be 
Circular and  Bio-based.



Where are we on IB in Europe?

• Excellent knowledge base

• World leader on industrial biotechnology

• EU Bioeconomy Strategy ‘Innovating for 
sustainable growth’adopted 2012  and about 
to be reviewed and revised 

• Circular economy package tabled

• Need for many sectors within the bioeconomy
to become both more sustainable and more 
competitive

• High consumer appreciation of sustainability



Where are we on IB in Europe?

But…

• Low level of understanding of ‘Biobased’ and of 
‘Bioeconomy’

• Fragmented, unpredictable and incoherent policy 
approach

• Lagging behind on translation of excellence in R&I to bio-
based commercialisation, jobs and market growth

• Ongoing need to attract and access investment for scale 
up

• Lack of clarity over feedstock availability and sustainability

• Making link between ‘circular’ and ‘bioeconomy’ is a 
challenge

• Lacking of long term vision for and commitment to de-
fossilisation



4 Key measures for a competitive, sustainable 

EU Bioeconomy enabled by IB

1. Ensure development of coherent, holistic, supportive

policy for the bioeconomy and biobased industries

along the value-chain

2. Facilitate the introduction of innovative biobased

products on the market

3. Foster investments through combined financing

4. Facilitate access to sustainable competitively priced

feedstocks



Bio-based products and industries:

• What are they?

• Why should we 

develop them?

• How does it 

benefit us?

• Are there risks to 

be managed

• Who is involved?

• What measures 

should be put in 

place?
http://biobasedindustries.europabio.org/

http://biobasedindustries.europabio.org/
http://biobasedindustries.europabio.org/
http://biobasedindustries.europabio.org/


What is BIO-TIC? 

Total budget: EUR 2.8 million

Duration: August 2012 – July 2015

‘The Industrial Biotech Research and 

Innovation Platforms Centre – towards 

Technological Innovation and solid 

foundations for a growing industrial 

biotech sector in Europe’



Launched 23rd June 2015

Available at http://www.industrialbiotech-europe.eu/

http://www.industrialbiotech-europe.eu/


The Size of the Prize…

28 BEUR

50 BEUR

+ EU EuropaBio IB Jobs study results due out June 2016



Creating alliances and coalitions

• Message alignment and amplification

• Creating a community rather than isolated 
populations

• Developing a narrative

• Demonstrating the power of the value chain

• Generating new and novel partnerships, 
concepts, solutions, policies and ideas

• Reaching a broader audience

• Pooling intelligence and information

• Gaining critical mass and attracting attention



European Bioeconomy Alliance

Members

1. EuropaBio

2. BIC

3. CEFS (sugar)

4. CEPF (forest owners)

5. CEPI

6. COPA-COGECA

7. ePURE

8. European Bioplastics

9. FEDIOL

10. FTP (forest)

11. PFP – Primary Food Processors

12. Starch Europe



Fostering investment through combined 

financing 

€ 3,8 billion over 7 years (2014-2020)

•Fostering a sustainable biomass supply and building 
new value chainsFeedstock

•Optimising efficient processing through R&D and 
upscaling in pilot, demo/flagship biorefineriesBiorefineries

•Developing markets for biobased products and 
optimising policy frameworks

Markets, 
products 

and policies 



Developing proposals for market creation

Previously: LMI on Biobased products resulting in CEN 

mandate on standardisation of BBPs.

More recently: 15 Public Procurement measures to boost 

GPP in the EU together with DG GROW 

Launched at EU Bioeconomy Stakeholder 

conference in Utrecht Netherlands, 12 

April.



What next for IB as an enabler of the bioeconomy?

Key to addressing grand challenges of:

- climate change

- circular economy

- rural development

- industrial renaissance

- food security

- de-fossilised transport policy



What next for IB as an enabler of the bioeconomy?

In 2016 a review process is foreseen to assess the achievements 

of the EU’s Bioeconomy Strategy

The builds on an:

- Expert review

- Engagement of stakeholders

- Engagement of citizens

- Engagment of member states (SCAR)



What next for IB as an enabler of the bioeconomy?

Engagement of stakeholders: 4th Bioeconomy Stakeholder 

conference in Utrecht, 

Netherlands 12-13 April 2016

- Aimed to foster buy-in from stakeholders

- Development of Manifesto listing key:

• Challenges and opportunities

• Guiding principles 

• Actions (for stakeholders, MS and EC)

To follow: MS meeting on Bioeconomy today (28/04), 

Agriculture Council discussion in May and 

formation of new Bioeconomy Panel



Bioeconomy and Circular Economy Package (CEP)?

Emphasising relevance of Bioeconomy Strategy to CEP

 Package includes sectoral chapters on ‘biomass and 

biobased products’ and on ‘food waste’

 Also includes an action on ‘the assessment of the contribution 

of the 2012 Bioeconomy Strategy to the circular economy and 

to update the Strategy if necessary’

 Proposal to make the separate collection of biowaste

mandatory under conditions and to ban the landfilling of 

separately collected waste

Other relevant bioeconomy aspects for the circular economy 

are sustainable production, biodegradability, use of biowaste, 

new circular value chain creation etc.



The future is

bright.
The future is

Bio-based.

Thank you!

j.dupont@europabio.org 


