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PRESS RELEASE

)PVWSHZ[PJZ�PUK\Z[Y`�TL[�PU�=PLUUH�[V�KPZJ\ZZ�ILULÄ[Z��IHYYPLYZ��HUK�
prospects of the European bioeconomy
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In his opening statement, Peter Traupmann, CEO of the AEA, highlighted the importance of 
IPVLJVUVT`!�¸(\Z[YPH�PZ�JVTTP[[LK�[V�ÄNO[PUN�JSPTH[L�JOHUNL�HUK�[V�JVU[YPI\[PUN�[V�[OL�[YHU-
sition from a fossil-based economy to an economy based on renewable resources. On behalf 
of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management, 
we are responsible for the management of the climate protection initiative ‘klimaaktiv’. Within 
the klimaaktiv programme ‘nawaro markt’, climate-friendly technologies and the use of re-
newable resources are supported. The corresponding ‘Action Plan for the Material Use of Re-
UL^HISL�9LZV\YJLZ»�JSLHYS`�YLÅLJ[Z�[OL�NYV^PUN�PTWVY[HUJL�HUK�WV[LU[PHS�VM�[OL�IPVLJVUVT`�
and the bioplastics industry in particular.” 
 
At the start of the morning session, focussing on legislative developments in Europe and on 
policy initiatives in Austria and the Netherlands in particular, Karin Weustink, Deputy Direc-
tor Biobased Economy at the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation of the 
Netherlands, presented the efforts of the Dutch Government in creating a favourable regula-
[VY`� MYHTL^VYR� MVY� [OL� IPVIHZLK� LJVUVT �̀� ;OL� º.YLLU�+LHS»� Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[`� JLY[PÄJH[LZ�� MVY�
example, were pointed out as a successful instrument to promote the use of renewable feed-
stock, e.g. in the production of polymers. Weustink also sent a clear signal to other legisla-
tors from across the EU: “Europe needs to do more in order to stimulate and strengthen the 
bioeconomy and to stay competitive in the future. We need the right legal framework that cre-
H[LZ�H�SL]LS�WSH`PUN�ÄLSK�MVY�IPVIHZLK�JOLTPJHSZ�HUK�WYVK\J[Z�PU�VYKLY�[V�H[[YHJ[�HUK�WYVTV[L�
investments in biobased research and production in Europe”. 
 
Gerhard Mannsberger, Head of DG Forestry at the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management, also stressed the need for a harmonised EU policy to 
secure the supply of sustainably sourced renewable feedstock. “A responsible use of our nat-
ural resources is one of the key pillars of the Austrian bioeconomy. Our agriculture and forestry 
sector provides sustainably sourced renewable resources for premium biobased applications 
and in doing so helps to strengthen the economic development of rural areas all over Austria.” 
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+\YPUN�H�WHULS�KPZJ\ZZPVU�VU� [OL�ILULÄ[Z��IHYYPLYZ��HUK�WYVZWLJ[Z�VM� [OL�,\YVWLHU�IPVLJ-
onomy, panellists and participants emphasised the tremendous innovation potential of the 
bioeconomy and the bioplastics industry being evident in numerous research projects, small-
scale production plants, and innovative products and applications. Yet, for these projects to 
unfold their full potential and to enable a full-scale market penetration, the participants de-
manded a more favourable legal framework and corresponding policy measures promoting a 
SL]LS�WSH`PUN�ÄLSK�MVY�[OL�IPVIHZLK�PUK\Z[YPLZ��LX\HS�HJJLZZ�[V�YLUL^HISL�YLZV\YJLZ��HZ�^LSS�HZ�
commonly agreed terminology and standards. 

Following the debates on policy initiatives and regulatory frameworks, the afternoon ses-
sions focussed on bioplastics products and materials that are available on the market. Fur-
thermore, technical properties, environmental advantages, and new design trends were dis-
cussed. Summarising a successful seminar and networking day in Vienna, Hasso von Pogrell, 
Managing Director of European Bioplastics, urged EU as well as Member State policy makers: 
¸4HRPUN�V\Y�LJVUVTPLZ�Ä[�MVY�[OL�M\[\YL�YLX\PYLZ�\Z�[V�JVSSLJ[P]LS`�YLK\JL�V\Y�PTWHJ[�VU�[OL�
LU]PYVUTLU[��<ZPUN�YLUL^HISL�YLZV\YJLZ�LMÄJPLU[S`�PU�\ZL�JHZJHKLZ�VY�L_[LUKPUN�WYVK\J[�SPML�
cycles through better recycling needs to become a reality soon. We have to make sure that we 
can harvest the fruits that have been cultivated through years of research – we need a clear 
framework to be able to successfully bring our bioeconomy products to the market.”

For photos of the event, please click here: 
http://en.european-bioplastics.org/press/press-pictures/eventsactivities-2/

About European Bioplastics: 

European Bioplastics is the European association representing the interests of the bioplastics industry along the entire value 

JOHPU��0[Z�TLTILYZ�WYVK\JL��YLÄUL��HUK�KPZ[YPI\[L�IPVWSHZ[PJZ��P�L��WSHZ[PJZ�[OH[�HYL�LP[OLY�IPVIHZLK��IPVKLNYHKHISL��VY�IV[O��
More information is available on www.european-bioplastics.org.

About Austrian Energy Agency: 

The Austrian Energy Agency is the national centre of excellence for energy. New technologies, renewable energy, and energy 

LMÄJPLUJ`�HYL�[OL�MVJHS�WVPU[Z�VM�V\Y�ZJPLU[PÄJ�HJ[P]P[PLZ��>L�HYL�HU�PUKLWLUKLU[�[OPUR�[HUR�[OH[�THUHNLZ�RUV^SLKNL��WYV]PKLZ�
[OL�IHZPZ�MVY�^LSS�MV\UKLK�KLJPZPVU�THRPUN��HUK�KL]LSVWZ�Z\NNLZ[PVUZ�MVY�[OL�PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�VM�TLHZ\YLZ�HUK�WYVQLJ[Z��4VYL�
information is available on www.energyagency.at.
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