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Mr Dave Lewis 

Tesco House 

Shire Park 

Kestrel Way 

Welwyn Garden City 

AL7 1GA 

By email to dave.lewis@tesco.com 

 

Friday, 13 July 2018 

 

Re: Tesco Packaging Strategy 

Dear Mr Lewis,  

I am writing to you on behalf of members of the BBIA operating in the UK. These companies 

produce and distribute materials that are certified to be compostable in industrial composting 

facilities as well as some being home compostable. 

Under your leadership Tesco have taken notable and laudable positions on key 

environmental issues pertinent to our sector, such as food waste reduction and reporting.  

So there was some concern among our members that the recent public message from 

Tesco on packaging could be construed as taking a position having negative effects with 

regards to industrial compostable materials and the role they play in reducing the use of 

plastic and improving food waste collection and recovery. 

We acknowledge that the strategy announcement is well intentioned and a number of our 

members, who work closely with your packaging team on a regular basis, have engaged in 

positive discussions to address our concerns. The Tesco team has outlined that your current 

position on industrial composting is due to the fact that the existing infrastructure does not 

currently fully support the disposal of industrially compostable materials.  

We should point out that of 53 industrial compost plants we now know that 19 currently 

accept rigid compostable materials on a frequent and continuous basis and many more 

accept flexible films. Other facilities would be inclined to were they able to ensure 

compostables were uncontaminated by plastic packaging, the scourge of the food waste 

recovery sector. Compostables also represent a very small part of packaging today, so it is 

comprehensible that the infrastructure to accept them is not mature yet. We believe that 

there is a need to ensure food waste collections across the UK, a sentiment shared by the  
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National Infrastructure Commission among others, so that more food waste can be collected 

and compostable packaging can be delivered with this. 

Further, we recall that despite 25 years of experience and investment, the UK recycles just 

9% of plastics packaging in the UK itself.  So even though the belief is that an infrastructure 

exists for plastic packaging recycling, the data proves how hard it is to recycle lightweight 

materials and especially films.  Were these to be compostable, they could be recovered with 

food waste in composting boosting recycling levels for plastics and reducing waste. 

With household food collection rates currently running at Wales: 95%, Scotland: 70%, N. 

Ireland: 80% and England: 40%, we acknowledge the infrastructure issue and our primary 

objective as an association is to work with the key stakeholders and governmental agencies 

to introduce mandatory food waste collection across the UK by 2023 in line with EU targets.  

This would have massive environmental benefits; any food waste that could not be 

redistributed could be disposed of in an environmentally responsible manner; producing the 

valuable by-products of biogas and soil enriching compost, meanwhile, compostable 

packaging materials could also be collected and organically recycled along with the food 

waste (in compostable waste bags), enabling these biomaterials to be utilised to their 

maximum potential and reducing plastic waste. As noted above, hardly any plastic 

packaging involving lightweight materials, is recycled today. Not to mention the consumer 

convenience this would bring. 

Whilst we understand your concerns are for the present, it is with the future in mind that the 

BBIA appeals to you, as a leader in the fight to reduce food waste and as a key industry 

influencer, to publicly endorse and support ongoing the enforcement of a nationwide 

mandatory food waste collection system.  

I thank you for your time in considering our request and remain at your disposal for any 

further discussion on this matter. I would also welcome the opportunity of meeting you to 

discuss matters further. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

David Newman 

Managing Director  

 


